
No Material Progress on Either Side in Western Theatre
airmen, piloting: Zeppelins, made a
daring attack Christinas Day on the
German naval base at Cuxhaven. at the
mouth of the Rlbe. Six of the airmen
returned i«afely, but the seventh. Com¬
mander Hewlett, It Is feared has been
lost. His machine was found wrecked
oIT Holgoland.
What damage was done by the bombs

thrown by the attacking? party could
not be ascertained, but the German re¬
port of the attack says the raid was
fruitless.
The enterprise of the British navy

In thus attempting: to "dip out" the
Gorman fleet brought about a battle
between the most modern of war ma¬
chines. The British squadron, includ¬
ing the light cruisers Arethusa and
Undaunted, which have been engaged
in previous exploits, on the German
coast, were attacked by Zeppelins and
submarines.
By rapid manoeuvring.*the ships were

able to avoid the submarines, while
the Zeppelins found the fire of the
cruisers too dangerous for them to con¬
tinue tho fight. The German Zeppelins
dropped bombs, which according to the
British account, fell harmlessly into
the sea. The Germans claim to have
hit two destroyers and their convoy,
the latter being set nflre.
The British ships remained in the

vicinity for throe hours without bolrig
attacked by any surface warships.
HHITISII AXXOl'XCEMEMT

or DAI!INC ATTACK
The British announcement by the

Secretary of the Admiralty, made public
by the ofllclal press bureau, follows:
"On Friday, December 25, German

warships, lying in SchilliK Roads, off
Cuxhaven. were attacked by seven na¬
val seaplanes.
"The attack was delivered at day¬

light starting from a point in the
vicinity of Helgoland.
"The British seaplanes were escorted

by.a light cruiser and a torpedo-bont
destroyer forcc with submarines. As
soon as these ships were seen by the
Germans at Helgoland two Zeppelins
and three or four hostile seaplanes,
acting in conjunction with several hos-1
tile submarines, attacked them.

"It was necessary for the British
ships to remain In the neighborhood
in .order to pick up the returning air-
men. A naval combat ensued between j
the most modorr cruisers on the one
hand and the enemy's aircraft and
submarines on the other.
"By swift manoeuvring the enemy's

submarines were avoided, and the Zep- |
pellns were easily put to flight by the j
guns of the Undaunted and the Are-
>thusa.

"The enemy's seaplanes dropped
bombs near our ships without hitting
any of them.
"The British ships remained for three

hours off the enemy's coast without i
being molested by any surface vessel.;
and safely re-embarked three out of
the seven airmen with their machines.
Three other pilots returned later and
-«ere picked up by British submarines, j-*-hioh were standing by Their ma- I
chlne.s were sunk. Six out of the seven
pilots returned safely. Flight-Com- jsunder Hewlett Is missing. His ma-
chine was seer, in a wrecked condition
&tx>ut eight miles from Helgoland, and 1
the fate of the daring and skilful pilot
is ar present unknown.
"The extent of the damage by the

British airmen's bombardment cannot
be estimated, but all were discharged
at points of military significance.
"Another naval airman on Christmas

Eve dropped twelve bombs on an air¬
ship shed at Brussels, but it was iro-
poslble definitely to ascertain the
amount of damage done.
"On Thursday last. Squadron-Com¬

mander Richard B. Davies. of the naval
air service, visited Brussels in a bi
plane for the purpose of dropping
twelve bombs at an airship shed re- j
ported to contain a German I'arzeval.
Eight of these bombs, of which six
nro believed to have hit, were dis¬
charged at the first attack, and the
remaining four on the return Slight,
Owing to the clouds of .^tnoKC which j
arose from the shed, the effect could
not be distinguished."

"It was learned to-day that the Ger-j
man airman who visited Kngland on'
Christmas Day dropped a bomb near;
Rochester, only twenty-eight miles
east-southeast of St. Paul's London,
and seven miles from Gravesend. The
bomb did no damage, as it fell on the
roadway."
A statement issued Saturday by the

O&ITARY
Mrs. Mnry Cnmp ICnntnood.

Mrs. Mary Camp Eastwood, widow of
the late M D. Eastwood, of Ports¬
mouth, died yesterday morning at her
residence, 2040 Park Avenue. She is
survived by her brother, William C.!
Camp, and three sisters, Mrs. Harriet)E. Curtis, Mrs. L. E. Lackland, of this
city, and Mrs. R. M. Boris, of Galves¬
ton, Texas. The funeral will be held
from the home this afternoon at 3
o'clock. I

Preston llrookn Moses.
[Special to The Times-Dispatch.]
LYNCHBURG, VA., December 2T..

Preston Brooks Moses, fifty-three years
old, died Thursday at his home in Pitt¬
sylvania County. He was engaged in
mercantile business near Chatham, arid
is survived by his wife and three chil¬
dren.

John Morton.
[Special to The Times-Dispatch. 1
GLADKSBORu, VA, December 27..

John Horton, died on Wednesday and
was burled at the family burying
ground yesterday. Mr. Horton was a
member of the Primitive Baptist
Church.

T. P. NeTTnome.
[Special to The Times-Dispatch ]EMPORIA. VA., December 27..T. P.

Newsome died very suddenly of
apoplexy yesterday. He was returning
to his daughter's house with his little
grandchild in his arms, when he was
stricken Just as he reached the front
door,
Mr. Newsome wils one of Emporia's

oldest citizens, being in his sixty-fifth
year. He is survived by his widow and
six children: Thomas, of New York;
Marvin and Charles, of Richmond;llolt, Mrs. C. A. Reid and Miss Eflle, of
Emporia. The interment will be in the
Emporia Cemetery.

DEATHS
LIOGAN..Died, at the residence of herhusband, W. N. l-iggan, 214 MontelioAvenue, * rlday, December 25, at 12o'clock noon, MRS. EMMA .TONES L.IG-GAN. Besides her husband, she l«iv»-s
two daughters.Mrs. E. P. Vest andMiss Helen M. Llggan, and two sisters.Mrs. A. P. O'Brien and Mrs. GeorgeW. Schlleser.to rnourn their loss.

Funeral from above residence MON¬DAY at 3 P. M., and Interment in Oak-
wood.

KASTWOOD..Entered into rest at herresidence, £040 Park Avenue, thiscity, Sunday. f.:40 A. M.. MRS. MA It VCAMP EASTWOOD, widow of the latoM. D. Eastwood, of Portsmouth. Va
Funeral from residence "lO-DAY,MONDAY, at 3 o'clock. By request, noflowers.

TOO JLATK TO CLASSIFY.

WANTED, a position by a lady if uo
South with a convalescent lady, child

or elderly lady. Address Miss B 1Went Clay Street, Richmond, Va.

Gorman admlrnlty said eight British
ships made a dush Into a German bayand that hydroaeroplanes convoyed bythem dropped bombs on ships lyingat anchor and also on a gas tank near
Cuxhnven, without doing; any damage.
S1KTZ IS lIUMn.illDICD

BY rilEXCII AVIATOIIS
PARIS, December 27..Fronch avia¬

tors have bombarded the aviation han¬
gars. si railroad station and barracks
at Motz in retaliation for tho bomb at¬
tack on Nancy by a Gorman Zeppnlln,
according to tho otHolal communication
issued in Paris this afternoon. The
communication also states that the jGermans have reoecupied the city of
Mlawa, in Russian Polnnd.

In Belgium am' In most of Northern
Fiance, Intermittent cannonadinpr and
slight gains are reported, together with i
the repulse of German attacks at va-
rlous points. The report says in part:
"A dirigible dropped a dozen bombs

on Nancy, in tho centre of the city and
without military reason. Our aviators
In roturn bombarded aviation hangars,
one of the railroad stations of Metz,
where movements of trains were noted,
and tho barracks of St. Frivat at Met*.

"In Russia the Germans, who re¬
sumed their march upon Mlawa, have
reoccupied that city. The situation In «

Poland remains without notable
change."

IMiU HKIt SUCCESSES ri.AI.1IKD
IIY AVAR OFFICE AT URKLIM

MERLIN, December 27..The follow¬
ing- oflloial announcement was made
at main army headquarters to-day:

.'Nothing of importance happened in
Flanders yesterday with tho exception
that English uhips appeared off the
coast this morning.

"In the region of Albert, in the di-
rection of L.aBolsselle, the enemy's ad- jvanclng movement was unsuccessful,
and we made a successful counterat-
..ack.
"At Meurlssens, in the Argonnoe, and

to the southeast of Verdun the French!
attacks were broken by our fire.

"In upper Alsace the French made
attacks on our positions east of the I
line from Thann to Dammerklrch. but j
were repulsed. During a night attack
the French took possession of an im-
portant height to the east of Thann,
but were repulsed by a vigorous coun¬
terattack, and to-day the height Is In
oi:r possession.
"There Is no change in East Prussia.
"Our attacks in Poland on a branch

of the Bzura and the Rawka are pro¬
gressing slowly. To the southeast of To-
inaszow our offensive was successful.
Continued Russian attacks from a
southerly direction on the Ilowo-L»od*
front have been repulsed, the Russians
suffering heavy losses.
"Vienna reports that after a heroic

four days' battle our troops yester¬
day took the pass of L'zsoker. In Galicia.
The Russians, continuing the offensive
commenced a few days ago with strongforces, reobtained possession of the
valley of Korsno-Jasloo.
"The situation on the lower Duna-

jec and on the Xlda is unchanged.
South of Tomaszow our attack gained
ground.

"In the Balkans theatre quiet has
reigned for the last ten dayE. Only
on the Save and the Drlna have unim¬
portant skirmishes occasionally oc¬
curred. The fortress of Dllka repelled
a weak Montenegrin attack on Thurs¬
day.

"It is reported from Turkish head¬
quarters that the Caucasians have
chased the Russians near Id. and have
crossed the frontier, where they haveta&en several Russian positions.

"It is reported at Lemberg that the
Poles are excited over certain meas¬
ures taken by the Russians, and riots
are feared."

COUNT REVENTLOW
SEEK ANSWER TO GEItMANS

BERMN, December 27 (via wireless
to Sayville)..Amons the Items given
out by the press bureau to-day were
the following:
"Commenting or. the British visit to

& German bay. Count Reventlow, the
tmlnen't naval authority, says It un-
doubtedly was an answer to the Ger-
man bombardment of the British coast,dictated by the British admiralty's de-
aire to influence public opinion at
home.
"The Tageblatfs Constantinople cor-

respondent reports that the Russians
in the Erterum district have been jthrown back across the border and
forced to give-up their fortified posl-Hons near Oltl. The action againstBatum Is also declared to be progress-Ing favorably. The Holy Banner of
the Piuphet has been brought Into
Damascus amid great rejoicing."Thr French reports of defects in theGerman artillery flro are semlofnclallyexplained by the statement that theGermans captured immense supplies ofFranco-Belgian ammunition, whloh,while decidedly Inferior, had to be

j used In some way.
"The reopening of the Dondon Stock

Exchange is considered here to be afarce, since coercive measures havebeen taken artificially to maintain
quotations at a desirable level, andsince international transactions arestrictly prohibited.
"The Roman newspaper. Vita, reportsserious outbreaks and riots at Alexari-flria, saying that 3,00) men with ma-chine guns were necessary to suppressthem. Kighty-flve Arabs are said tohave been killed.
"The Socialist leader, Katayarna, ofTokyo, writing in Vorwacrts, condemnsJapan's war policy and bLarnes the Jap-ancso government for not trying to

come to a peaceable understandingwith Germany.
"A report from Copenhagen says the

authorities of Warsaw have removedthemselves and their offices to Wllla.1
FIGHTING CONFINED

TO ARTIL.LBIIY FIREI'ETROGRAD, December 27..TheJfollowing olflclal communication wasIssued from general headquarters to-jday:
"During December 26, the fightingalong the lines of tho Bzura anditawka Rivers was confined In gen-!eral to artillery fire. We have re-pulsed with success various attacksI by the Germans.

| "Along the lower course of the NldaRiver, towards evening of December26, we ousted from the village of Wls-llca the X\jstrlana who had obstinatelydefended it, and who attempted to for-tlfy themselves on the left bank of theNlda. Wo then drove the Austrlans be¬yond that river. '

"South of the Vistula, in th«s region! of Tarnow (Gallcla), on December 25,we drove back the Austrlans from theTuchow-Olpiny line.
"The enemy abandoned ten rapidftrorB, and we took seventeen officersand more than 2,500 soldiers prlson-ers. The next day wo continued thej pursuit of the Austrian*), who retreatedtin disorder. We captured eight moreI machine and about 1,000 prison*ers. We occupied the heights nearj Slodllzka, on the left bank of the BialaI River.
"In tho direction of Dukla (Carpa-thlans), there were engagements onDecember 25 and 2fl, and the Austrlans'driven from tho Zmigrod-Dukla line,.I are In full retreat. In the latest en-oountors In thle region the Austrlanst .suffered enormous losses, and left onour handtt as prisoners, more than 10,-I 000 men."

££i&- 16***-

*/ze C^ai^ Zrgpecting- Cc^jf^c/O crttfrefron?
. _. j . _1.am Via ta w i till InO* 4The C.nr, on hi* Inspection of hhi Commck. troopm whom he U xrlBhln* thebent of lnclt on the battlefield.

Tl
CLOSE ITU SCHOOL

Rome Is Indlgnnnt, and Incident
May Assume Threatening

Proportions.
OI.D AGITATION IS REVIVED

Foreign Office Has Instructed Italian
Ambassador to Demand Speedy
Fulfilment of Promises on Part of
Turkey.Decisive Steps Urged.

BY C. CIAXFARRA.
HOME, December 27..News that the

Turkish authorities have seized and
closed the Italian missionary school at
Aleppo has caused great indignation
here and revived the agitation about
Turkey's delay in releasing the Eng¬lish consul at Hodeldah and grantingItaly a promised reparation." The im¬
pression prevails that the incident
could eve- tually assume threatening
proportions.
The Foreign Ofllce says the Italianjirabasiador at Constantinople againhas been instructed to exact nrnmr,»fulfilment of these promises Pr°mpt
A solution of this Incident and the!Albanian situation is to-nitjht definedas the darkest cloud on the ItalianS?««ca,'hh.t'?.0" Th°"«''»"»»!urges the government to assume -in

lh° .

RfTrm rru,lser Calabria, now at

~ xr/££
'r r/h"

Thn .
Incident at Tripoli SyriaHtc-ame? v[;siX°SS 1?° Amerlcan

SXS? ^nd^e^s^
part^wlVh" the? ToT
the city.

e nationals resident In

vi'ot'Sta F'nT "i-ooS'

then left for DedeagatachT n»/-!2acruiser proceeded to Smyrna.

SAYS HIS WATCH WAsItOLEN
"" wCJJKSm as&ftMfcfts"

v ^inlknt jit tinlir*Aheiidquartern and In formed Detective-ffKh:"nl Atkinson that he had beenebbed of a watch and *50 in money\J/ * negro woman. lie was certainthat he could lead the detective to theCeeri* huuZ he money had
to »o ki Implored the officer
cover iT ' endeavor to re-

Atkinson went. The detective tramp-f ' through the snow for block afterl^rt- irY .
y°,lnK man. whoso un-(. rt.ilntj, as to the location of theplace where he said he had been rob-bed grew with each step. He was un-able to tell whether his watch wasgold or silver, to give the number ofIts works, to tell whether St was anopen face or hunting case watch oraccurately to describe the house atwhich he had been "touched." Detec-

. 1tm endeavoring to secure
wor

Information upon which to

NO PROTEST BY POWERS
Kalian Occupation of Avlouit Proceed*

Satisfactorily.
HOME, December 27..None of the

powers has protested against the
Italian occupation of Avhuia, Albania,and the nope generally is expressedbore that no complications will arise
which will force TtaJy to abandon neu¬
trality.

Marches Agnlnxt lUbrfa.
BAR A, ITADY, December 27 (viaRome, 10;2u P. M.>..Advioos from

Albania state that ISssad Pasha, the
Provisional President, has gathered 8,-S00 soldiers and marehed against tho
Albanian rebels, Jntonding to engagethem in a decisive battle.

Scene la Constantly Changing as
Germans Renew Efforts to Blast

Way to "Warsaw.

HEAVY ARTILLERY IS USED

Russian Position Back of Bzura Riv-
er Is Strong, and Defenders Can
Command With Their Guns Prac-
tically Every Crossing Place.

PETROGRAD, December 27..Stub¬
born fighting: continues In Poland, but
the scene is constantly changing.

Foiled at one point, the Germans re-!
new elsewhere their efforts to blast
a roai through the Russian position
along the whole front. It is semi¬
officially stated that the Germans are
using heavy artillery, Including eleven-
inch guns in tho zones of Sklernewicz
and Rawka.

In the opinion of officials high in
military circles, the lull In the fighting
In the Bzura and Rawka valleys Im¬
plies no permanent slackening of the
efforts of the Germans to reach their
goal by fresh assaults on these rivers,
.and they are evidently looked for.

It appears that the Germans have
been attacking with shouts of "Sur-
ronder Warsaw and there will be
peace."
This possibly supplies the key to the

enemy's present tactics on this front.
The tactics cannot, however, be con¬
tinued indefinitely, as the desperate
rushes of the Germans can only be
carried out with" enormous losses to
themselves.
The strength of the Russian posi¬

tion lies largely In tho meandering
character of the Bzura, which enables
them to command with a deadly fire
practically every point at which It is
possible to attempt a crossing.
Nothing definlto Is known as to what

Is going on behind the German lines,
and the possibility of regrouping their
forces for the purpose of a fresh scheme
of operations must be reckoned with.
There Is a good deal of curiosity as to
the meaning of the heavy guns which
have been brought up by the enemy
near Sklernewicz and Rawka, as the
Germans naturally would not put un¬
wieldy weapons into the battle line
unless it is pretty sure that they would
be able to get them away again safe¬
ly. It Is possible that the enemy is
speculating on tho arrival of really se¬
vere winter weather, which would fa¬
cilitate operations. For the past week
the temperature has been but little be¬
low the freezing point, and that Is not
enough to render the rivers and the
,bogs practicable for the passage of
troops. In Poland the weather is even
warmer.

STREET CAR MEN FIGHT
Motorman uml fond netor Atreated Af¬

ter Dispute at Car Darns.
A free-for-all fight at the terminal

offices of tho Virginia Railway and
Power Company early yesterday morn¬
ing resulted In the arrest of W. A.
Browder, a motorman. and H. A. Pal¬
mer, a conductor. The fight Is said
to have been precipitated when a
motorman asked the chief dispatcher
to allow him to remain off duty yes¬
terday and was refused. According to
the pollco report, the motorman
turned, and, for no apparent reason,
slapped Browder several times in the
facc. Browder Is alleged to have re¬
plied In kind, and then several other
employes of the company are said to
havo Joined in. Policeman Lclss ar¬
rived at the scene In a short time and
arrested Browder and Palmer. Palmer
had been injured about the head dur-
lng tho fight, and¦ Ambulance Surgeon
Stern was called to treat hlm.
The surgeon was later callcd upon

to treat another employo of the street
railway company, W. M. Moseley. The
man Is said to have assaulted his wife
and to havo got the worst of tho argu¬
ment. He. was later arrested by Po-
llcemnn Rmallw-ood on a warrant
charging him with making tho assault
upon his better half.

PLACE HELD FOR JOFFRE
No Competition for Vacancy Among

the "Immortals."
[Special Cablo to The Times-DlBpatch.]
PARIS, December 28..I/Opinion an¬

nounces that there will bo no compe¬tition for tha vacancy among the "Im¬
mortals" caused by tho death of Count
Albert de Mun, as the academy has
decided to reservo the vacancy for Gen¬
eral Joffrc, tho commandcr-in-chicf of
the French forces.

SEES GH1CE OF HTM
BP NOT HDD ZEPPELINS

John Hays Hammond, Jr., Talks on
Possibility of Combined As¬

sault by Germans.

DISCUSSES OWN INVENTION
New Incendiary Projectile, When It

Proves to Be Effective, First Will
Be Submitted to Washington Gov¬
ernment.

[Special to The Timos-Dlspatch.]
NEW YORK, Doccmbor 27..The pos-

eibillty of a combined attack upon the
great British Dreadnought fleet by the
German navy and tho Kaiser's Zoppo-,
lins was outlined vividly to-day by
John Hays Hammond, Jr., tho young,
man whose experiments and discover¬ies in his laboratories at Gloucoster,Mass., have shown him to be one of thecoming lenders in scientific researchand invention. .

"The Zeppelin, we arc obliged to de-clde, has been a failure as a destroyerof cities and a wrccker of militarycamps," he declared. "Neither Is it intlie class with the aeroplane as ascout. Granting that the German gov-iernmetU has not spent nil this moneyfoolishly, and taking other things intoconsideration, It appears to me thatthe Kaiser did not built his great fleetof dirigibles for any of the uses towhich they have thus far been put."Some time ago the American news-
papers carried stories of rather mys¬terious Zeppelin manoeuvres over LakeConstance. These dispatches had Itthat the dirigibles were seen hoveringover tho lake, and lowering dark ob¬jects towards the surface.
"Just why, and with what effect, the,dispatches failed to state.
"But it suggested to me the possiblereal use for the Zeppelin. The Ger¬

man fleet could decide to attack theBritish Dreadnoughts at night. Fourthousand fleet above the Britisherscould soar the Zeppelins, fifty, eighty,100 of them. Each Zeppelin could carryten marine contact mines of specialdesign. Each mine could carry 100pounds of a higher explosive.
"By means of piano wire these minescould be lowered. Each mine could be;equipped with a spherical float, whichwould permit the mine to dangle twelve'feet below tho surface of the water,and, incidentally, below the battleships'

armor belt. It would be night. TheZeppelins could not bo seen. At bestthey would present most difficult tar¬
gets. Should the Zeppelins be dis¬
covered by the English aeroplane jscouts, they would have a marked ad¬
vantage because they provide a stead¬ier base for a number of rapid firingguns.
"Thus thoy could mine the path and:the entire vicinity of the great British'fleet, and Its demolition might easilybe accomplished while the German war-ships rushed to the attack.
"This, I think, may be the ultimate

use to which the hitherto ImpotentZeppelins may be put. I believe thatthis was the Idea in the Lal$.e Con-
stance experiments.

"Regarding: my own work at Qlou-
cester, some erroneous stories havebeen put forth. For instance, my new
Incendiary projectile.the one which
spouts molten metal.has not been ex¬
perimented with at Sandy Hook. Nor
have I had any negotiations for Its!
sale to a foreign power. 1 am quiteneutral, and If the projectile proves to
be as effective as I think It will be. I
would prefer to have It used by this
country. It is, I might add, an acces-
sory of the siege. It could not be used
with any great effect against the bat-'
tleship, as Its purpose 1b to destroy byAre which It would create. There is
little on or In a battaleshlp to Ignite
outside the magazine.

"I shall, within a short time, submit
to Washington a specification planwhich may result In the taking over,by the United States government of
my wlrelessly controlled torpedo. We|have ceased experimenting with this
projectile. It is quite ready for lin-jmediate official test.
"This leads me to the subject of na-

tlonal defense. On tills subject, al¬
though I am a maker of weapons and]agencies of destruction, I believe In
taking the high road between the
stands of those who demand a top-
heavy army and navy which might
lead to a national feeling of arrogance
and aggression and of that dangerous
'peace-at-any-cost' coterie who advo¬
cate absolute disarmament.
"This war has demonstrated that the

submarine as it now exists Is not as
Infallible as Admiral Sir Percy Scott
prophesies. The success of the German
U-9, I believe, was due more to the
daring of Its commander than to Its
own latent abilities. In the European
situation you have a matter of short
distances in naval warfare. This coun¬
try would havo no such conditions in
times of war. We need a larger.a sea¬
going.type of submarines. The sub¬
marine, however, as a branch of the
servicce, is quite Indispensable.
"The wlrelessly controlled torpedo

with which we have been working at
Gloucester can be controlled from the
shore and guided as far as the eye can
see the^intennae which appears above
the surface. Wo erected a bamboo pole,
one and a half inches in diameter and
thirteen feet high, three and a halfjmiles from shore and hit ten times
out of fifteen. At that rate, it should
hit a battleship every time. The tor¬
pedo I am developing for this use Is
sixty feet long and will carry 4,000
pounds of trinitrotoluol. It would de-j
stroy any battleship now afloat. Of
course, it would travel submerged.
"The Incendiary projectile would

ignite anything inflammable. Five
seconds after it 1b fired from the gun
Its contents arc converted from a solid
to a white-hot liquid. When it strikes,
a fuso explodes the projectile, hydro¬
cyanic acid gas Is liberated, and life
In that vicinity for any,person desirous
of fighting the flameB would be quite
ImpoBBlble."

TURKISH RRf'OnT CLAIMS
vicronircs pon plbkt

CONSTANTINOPLE,-" December 28
(via London, 3:31 A. M.)..An official
communication iHsued on Sunday says:
"Thn Turkish forces are victoriously

advancing along the Caucasian front.
There Is no truth in the Russian offi¬
cial report that tho Hamidloh has been
torpedoed at Sebastopol. The Turkish
fleet, Including the llamldleli, steamed
through the Rlnck Sea and returned
without damage.
"On® of our warships on December

24 met a Russian squadron composed
of five battleships, two cruisers, ten
destroyora and throe mine layers. The
Turkish ship, single-handed, during tho
night attacked and bombarded tho bat¬
tleship Rostlnlav and sank the two
mine layers Oleg njd Athos. Two Rus¬
sian officers and th'rty sailors wore
rotroued and tnkon prisoners.
"Simultaneously another portion of

our fleet successfully bombarded Da¬
tum. On December 25, In the forenoon,two of our ships offered battle to the
Russian flout, whloh retreated to Se-
bastopol."

EVERY EFFORT POSSIBLE
TO MINIMIZE HARDSHIPS

As Time Goes on Commissariat Ser¬
vice in French Army Becomes

More Perfoot.

SOLDIERS NEVER IMPATIENT

Gaily Undergo Terrible Fatigues of
War Because They Feel Life of Na¬
tion Is at Stake.-Scarcest Things
Are Tobacco and Newspapers.
HY GUGMELMO FBRIIBOO.

(Copyright, 1914, by New York Amer¬
ican.)

PARIS, December 15..At the begin¬
ning of the war the Italian press de¬
scribed the Frenoh soldiers as badly
dressed and badly equipped. I do not
know whether the descriptions, were
accurate then, but things ccrtalniy aro
different now. One of the things which
struck me In moat of the trenches waa
the good condition of the soldiers.
Their, clothes and uniforms, of course,
arc no longer bright and new, but they
arc: not dirty or worn out On seeing
them one Immediately realizes that tho
soldier Is well nuppllod by a farsnelng,
attentive administration.
The variety of uniforms Is another

striking fact. As the war proceeds,
and the tunica become shabby, they arereplacc^by new ones of different and
less vlslblo color. Khaki trousers are
gradually replacing the legendary red
pants, thUH making the soldiers less
visible. Also, It is said, because the
red cloth Is not available, since it has
become Impossible to import dye from
Germany.
A new gray-blue attire Is also grad¬ually being adopted, with the result

that the appearance of the officers and
men Is exceedingly variegated, as some
have old uniforms, some new ones and
others nondcscript.

I'eople who still have Ideas of 1848
may soe in this diversity a sign of
dlsordor. The uniformity of attire
of the armies of old was the symbol
and Instrument of discipline, but to¬
day discipline among the armies of
civilized people has deepor and more
ideal roots. It Is not the tunic, but
the patriotic sentiment, that unites nil
hearts and makes Individuals easily
amenable to the will of officers.
Because the salvation of France Is

at stake, French soldiers, with their
unorthodox uniforms, are gaily under¬
going fatigues of a war which seem
to be difficult far beyond my forecast.
EVERYTHING rossmi.E

TO IlltMGVH DISCOMFORT
On the other hand, the genoral staff

is doln« everything possible to mini- !
mlze the hardships.

It is well known that, with the ex-jcaption of the very first daya, when
there existed some Inevitable con-
fusion, all the commissariat servlao has
worked well with the French army,and as time ko«b on It is becoming
more perfect. The soldiers' mcula, un¬
less battle is on, arrive punctuallytwice n day at the trenches from near¬
by villages, where the field kitchens
are Installed.
Pood Is plentiful, nourishing and ap¬

petizing. One look at the soldiers Is
enough to show they are well fed.
Wine and coffee are distributed to them
dally.
Two things only are scaroe in the

trenches.tobacco and newspapers.
The military administration sends to¬
bacco as far as possible, but when the
battle rages along a long stretch ofj
front and all the roads behind are oc-
cupled by ammunition convoys. Red
Cross, etc., tobacco naturally must be
sacrificed.
Many soldiers, however, are privately

provided with smokables, and what
they most regret la the lack of news¬
papers. One has to go to the trenches
to understand how the newspaper has
become a necessity to the modern man.]
The military authorities gather as
many papers aB possible, even old ones,for distribution among the soldiers,but never enough.
PAPKUS DISTRIBUTED

A.I.I. ALONG ROAD
When I went to tho front a wtaff

officer who accompanied mo filled the
automobile with great bundles of pa¬
pers, which ho distributed all along
the road. They were days old, and
many several weeks old, but that did
not seem to matter as long as they
contained some news of the world the
soldlora had left behind, and the local
papora with news of their friends and
relatives.with what Joy the soldiers
grabbed the printed sheets!

I shall never forget the pride and
happiness with which a group of pri¬
vates showed us a newspaper. It had
been taken there by an officer who had
Just arrived from a town miles away.
That was luck which the soldiers can¬
not hope for every day, and they were
delighted.
Tho life In the trenches is fatiguing

and painful, but, as I have already
stated, the soldiers are changed ac¬
cording to the exigencies of tha ser¬
vice. Within tho zone I visited a
change, J believe, is made every forty-
eight hours, but the rule Is different
In different places.
Behind the trenches all villages with¬

in an eight-mile radius are evacuated
by the Inhabitants and UBed by soldiers
when not in action. Here they rest
and sleep In houses and beds, recuper¬
ate from tho fatigue suffered in tho
trencheB, while always ready to rush
forward should an attack require rein¬
forcements In the trenches. When the
telephone bell rings the soldiers form
and run to help their comrades.
The war, as fought to-day in France,

needs patience besides courago, and the
French, who had the reputation of be¬
ing the moat impatient people In Eu¬
rope, suddenly havo become the most
docile. Neither in the trenches nor in
the cities, among soldiers or civilians,
have I noticed the slightest sign of Im¬
patience or discouragement over the
length of tho war and the relative in¬
action observed by tho whole army
since the middle of November, when
the battle In Flandors ended.
PEOPLE OPTIMISTIC
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Tho carious phenomenon 1s explained
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by the fact that from the beginningof the war tho people and, therefore,the iiKiMa of soldiers, have been optt-mlstlc and 'sure of success.
Hlnce tho middle of November onlysmall engagements have taken placealong tho wholo French front. It Inclear General Joffre la waiting, butwhat ho !h waiting for nobody knowsand nobody asks. If the genorals bo-llove tho moment to advanco has notyet arrived, they surely have their rea¬sons. Everybody, without knowingthese reasons, accepts the situationwithout question.
Tho whole of Fiance placet* herselfImplicitly In the hands of her greatchlcfs For this reason It Is dllllcultfur mo to Kay unythlng accurate on thewinter campaign and the Immediateprobabilities of war in the westerntheatre. I have .talked with Innumer¬able ofneors, and they all have spokenat great length on tho past and pres¬ent, but no one has talked of the future.Of the problems that concern Joffre. Ican only express my Impression forwhat It Is worth.
It Is certain that the war, even In thelfirst phase, which ended on tho .Marno,that is the battle In the open fleld, hasbeen exceedingly costly In lives. Per¬haps costlier than believed, and oven!bloodier It has become In its secondphase, whon from the open field It bo-

camo a battle of trencheB. The battleof Alsno and the battle of Flanderscaused rivers of blood, and the worldwas horrified when It came to know theexact llgures of the victims fallen onboth sides In these conflicts. It Isthoroforo possible the Fronch generalstaff decided to delay attacks on theGerman position for reasons both mili¬tary and humanitarian. The longer thooffensive was delayed tho feebler wouldbo the German resistance, because Ger¬
many has less moans than the alliesto resist a long war, and because mean¬while the Russians, even by merely ad¬vancing, retreating and attachingagain, were exhausting tho Germanforces.
MORE} OF DEFENSIVE)

THAN OFFENSIVE WAH
France's forces, on the other hand,may Increase, because France, so far,has been conducting more of a defen¬sive than an offensive war. She hasbeen more economical of lives themGermany, and proportionately has sentless soldiers to the front, also becauseby waiting she is giving time to theEnglish- to get roady. How mafly vic¬tims will havo fallen before they chasetho Germans from France and Belgium?
It In not unlikely that the chiefs ofthe republican army, who refuse toconsider their men as food for ammuni¬tion, aro even now thinking over thispoint, and since the soldiers andFrance are disposed to patience, Ishould not be surprised If the Fronchcommander-in-chief were waiting tobegin tho offensive at a time when thoEnglish will be able to lend great forceand share with the French the terriblesacrifices that the supreme effort willcost. It soems to me we may argue onthese lines, but It Is only supposition,and In time of war suppositions areworth what they are worth.

PAPER PUTS UNION MEN OUT
New Orltuu liatca-ltearliBe to Oper*ate ob Opea Shop Baals.
NEW ORLEANS, December 2T..-Withpolice and detective* stationed aboutthe building occupied by the New Or¬leans Tlmea-Plcayune. tho editorialstaff of that publication to-night laoperating the composing-room In aneffort to publish a paper to-morrowmorning.
Alleged failure of the local Typo¬graphical Union to agree to conditionsimposed upon composing-rooms of theTlmea-Plcayune. the Dfilly States andthe Item, the latter tiro being after¬

noon puubllcatlona here, resulted in an
announcement that hereafter theywould operate on an open shop baala.
Tho Tlmea-Plcayune la said to haredeclared a lockout on composing-roomemployes who would not return under

tho new conditions. The union has
not yet announced wh&t action It will
take.
No question of wages is Involved.
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